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and it’s a Ireallybig q‘uestioh—is if there'’s a large

need to answer for yourself. But before coming tofa:conclusi
consider this story and how it intersects with your own.




On a scale from 1 to 10, how would you rate your
desire to know God?
Do you see yourself moving closer to, or further

away from God?

Intimacy
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FROM THE BEGINNING, Fela

life. We were fashioneg
Creator: we think, we€ : | N |
love—to experience |nt|macy Wlth God and each other . oy ti)))boeu?observe the world what screams to you: this is not how things




1] FALLEN.
Betrayal e Ry L} 2] BROKEN.

3] UNFAITHFUL.

BUT INTIMACY WAS LOST. Humanity turned from the source of
life and chose to live without God. Now pain, selfishness,
and a corrupted nature stain all our relationships. We
experience the world as broken, life as lacking, and things
not as they ought to be . ..

How have you personally sensed or experienced life’s brokenness ?




n G - BORN IN BETHLEHEM
Anticipation

BORN OF A VIRGIN

03 IS THERE ANY HOPE? Actually, yes. Though we betrayed

God, he did not abandon us. Through the prophets

God promised to send a savior who would restores ., ‘
and rescue us from the consequences of our sin-—=———
and betrayal . ..

Is there a time that you can remember experiencing God’s presence or direction?
Have you ever sensed God communicating to you?




How is Jesus different from other religious figures?

1] FORGIVENESS.

2] RESTORATION.

unique Son of God became on

spoke truth, modeled love, dispe 3] SON OF GOD.
granted forgiveness, and offered '

its fullness ...

If God were to wipe away every wrong thing youve ever done, said, or thought—
past, present and future—how would you feel or respond ?




When you see the image of the cross what does it mean to you?

LIFE'S GREAT YSTERY was revealed
author of life, died for us, taking upo

our sin. How can we be sure? God rais
alive today and offers life to all who would receiveit. ..

for all time: the just dying for the unjust, in order that
;0d. —1 PETER 3:18%*

Given these definitions, how does Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection
provide the solution to our sin and separation from God?




Invitation
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[€. —1 JOHN 5:11-12

Which image best represents what you imagine when you think of
eternal life? Why? 1esjigm

b
%
El

]

If eternal life is the restoration of perfect intimacy with God, then according to Jesus
what is needed to have eternal life? Why ¢



Reunion

07 4 \ IS IT TRUE?

THE CLIMAX OF THE STORY is still to come, when desus returns to judge all
with perfect fairness. The unbelieving and disobedient will not enter
the life to come. But the forgiven will experience life in all its fullness,
enjoying intimacy with God and each other forever.

DO YOU NEED JESUS?

If so, you can respond to Christ, right now, through prayer. . .




END OF STORY, OR BEGINNING? A NEW STORY

TAKE JUST AMOMENT and read the following passages:

ATURNING POINT? God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the Son has the life; he who

ALL GOOD STORIES HAVE TURNING POINTS and this could be the turning point of your does not have the Son ofGoq’ does not have the life. These things | have wr/tteq to you who believe in
. . . . the name of the Son of God, in order that you may know that you have eternal life. —1 JoHN 5:11-13

story. If you desire to turn to God and receive Christ as your Savior, you can

express that right now in prayer. The foIIowing is simply a suggested prayer. By grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a
result of works that no one should boast. —EPHESIANS 2:8,9

“Lord Jesus, | want to know you personally. | admit that | have sinned against God and am separated ) ) ) )
from him. Thank you for dying on the cross for my sins in order to bring me back to God. I ask you to [Christ speaking] Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if any one hears My voice and opens the

be my Savior and Lord. Thank you for giving me eternal life and making me a part of the family of God. door, I will come in to him. —REVELATION :20 *

Take control of my life and make me the person you created me to be.”
Never will | leave you, never will | forsake you. —HEBREWS 13:5

DOESTHIS PRAYER EXPRESS YOUR DESIRE? Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children
LIKE THE “I DO” OF A MARRIAGE CEREMONY, it’s not the words that are important but RS S

rather the decision to entrust yourself to another. This is a free gift from God

that you receive, not work for or earn. Does this prayer express the desire of According to the truth of these passages, if you prayed to receive Christ
your heart? If so, you can pray right now. And you can know on the basis of you can know that: your sins are forgiven, you have eternal life, you are a
God’s promise that your sins are forgiven and you have eternal life. child of God, and that Jesus entered your life and will never leave you.



NEXT STEPS
YOU NOW HAVE A NEW RELATIONSHIP With God through Jesus Christ:
arelationship that will never end, beginning now and lasting eternally.
Like all relationships, your walk with God will need to grow and mature.
Here are a few suggestions and resources to help you grow in your
relationship with Christ.

1. Try spending a few minutes each day reading the Bible and praying.

2. Start reading the gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, John) and then move on to the rest of

the New Testament.
3. Get connected with other Christians. Get involved with a local church or Bible study.

4. Check out StartingWithGod.com, and you'll also find personal growth resources at CruPress.com.

5. Last, look for opportunities to share with others your decision to trust Christ and follow him.
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